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Dear Bick, 



-i/24/76 



,.. 1 this nair ” s aense. What I write about is upsetting enough. Shat ia 

It tiiat V lBg i9 swollm ^ te * a walk of less than a mile than 

at ano. ai tm supposedly more sarioua tinea when nr? wife measured both lags at the 

9 &>int regunsrlv. Swollen enough to make the newer -?obst supports feefto tight. 

**» ^t d £^S r dSiS L“ S 

^ 1 ^ b f" i3!lea uapufoliahad work on the king assassination. I think I told you tha* 
"jJ JS yrsr hod f* tad rsaoved 6 U that was taken fro* ay tmpabliated 

have rXYtSsf * *" Ud 306 “** * ^^ctien even if as 1 feared they wculd not 

PlevhoJ! o:it *®, *» «* 1 finished that story yesterday. I hare written 

* • UMJWr 811(1 *“• ttuthor * »»«» certified, asking then to presorts specified 
-co^rosv. hy purposes were to get those records pre servo d. If they now fio not w *»>■> the 
orUclo is Utboeurmt issue it will look pretty bad now. So* ever, if 

sedans, it will establish there Is no other possible source, only theft. 

Ihe rmlity is that this will no, bo stolen farther, by those who ten 

13 13513 f 0r f 02 ^ t3 ® e » 341 Bollywood. The gay* 8 name is Dem Freed. Be keot 
offering me pio-in-tho-sky deals all of which amounted to no mors than schemers! 

EM — e “ ^ £ working 

Tha worst part is how the crime was c-yoritted, part fetor of the book. 

, , . £her ® s a ‘ oid “ «l*h this kind of case but 1 believe X have ag FO od or 

setter a record than one could expect. Thera is bo problem wife brtaTehl- to col^Lfe 

^tSj! feMeW ** II * 8 *“* a “oUywood friend was In touch with me on Jost this - 

i0r W» to approach the production company that first 3-r-fed *o 

W ^.“! Mlth U lts tbief eecJl sains the otter. Shat £Xy 
rdj»h*B w) *u ° tiOIU 1% ^ ^taae d a *ing assassination sequel. 1 did offer it the 

« mLSLo'SSS.'” ° r 1 their Executive Action 

proves atonal pla^axlzars, put the fcibosh qzi* 

rt .~ p tayDoy has paid as for prior JOagiazisz, admitting it and describing «r s t X 
offerm to settle for as quite reasonable. At that time I told then iTm no loro 

^ir LT “ i ™ S a 3nd ior a movie. 

« 1 , 1 * 4 first letting as® know with, the copy ©v shioii I wsn to be t v o<r 

T 5^ eU f nata theft aat going ahead with it. I Lve 

t * „ j I 1 - °- ° a *“5* ta aatuol agreement. Thsy also have it on taps an<* the 

i £?* ^ a ^® 4 r t tc tape flEi «» purposes. 5W were to protect PiSboy. to 

Euke it posoxbio for ,,hoss higher than the researehsrs to know and to inform the author 

jo . .vkve o-l the conversations that are relevant between Playboy and tm, isiclnd-Sna 
tnose on this thievery and their premises. ' i-ciuamg 

„ „ J he quostiMis now are what to do, h ow to do it, whan and where. There also is 

spS-^fSJ i !f r °l ®* ?0a 8130 "* a ®®^ anyone to whom you W have 
vfu ^fr^ t ^ J d not kttOW whether you have. I do know that at the be ginn ing 
you ofiered me an advance on writing costa I did not take because X did not tfaeTfeed it 
for retyping and things like that. I do know you once said you'd rather Sid oS 
preset the complete pooka ga. And I'm sorry for yon I “ m t ^ l 

it would b* proof for you. * wife and S'lZJSZ ^ X^'f oS" 5^" 
it not in any 0 f my lottera to you. * ^ xt 

7ns amount of damage is serious and ©ztsnoive. It includes some eirfit or nine 
ears of hard work and all the litigation (which may give Jim Leaar an action because 
aas was the only way he could be repaid for his legal services) some of S!h ST 
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continues and will for a long and costly time. Civil Action 75-1996 is a great amount 
of work for both of us, aa the court record to date will show. Some of my rough work 
is, in individual cases, the length of a short book. i hia and more besides toe value 
of ’ -j W j v] ' \ , i stolen son what in euuangered if no « minco. 

It is no exa^jeratiCKi to estimate the work on this suit alone and to date only 
in the hundreds of hours. This suit is ay own, not in any sense Eay&a. In fact, he 
expressed no interest in it. it is not only that it ia oiae. Ho wanted nothing to do 
with it. (i do not knew whether they have damaged his. Ky opiiiicn is that they did 
and that they intended to. X did want theia about this and have that cn tape sad in 
my msrijlnai notes on the unaditea copy if not in low tore.) 

Vhile walking it occurred to as that I might be able to be^da this with criminal 
charges, larceat after trust, filed locally. They havs act returned rare books they 
borrowed, i’vs askad for them many lifts*. In my today 1 a letter to tasir lawyar I pises 
a *5,000 halua on these books. Actually, I doubt if they c&a be rejOUnsed after the 
©xpendiiuxo of that much 

Hkm# is also the Qjimtirm of jurisdiction. I don * know if thBj do business in 
Ilex* \ork but sure they must- phone book should sdy* If they have a bunny dub 
thsre they do* But tfroy &ust knvs oditori&l and business offices in 
If undor fine you and I have e dad there aet^ts to bo aashi advantage to fork* 

I did go there to discuss this with you ttfioe, one s for that purpo^ only* Wo did in 
Sfew lark di**eu&s this mere then tedee* Our initial discussion urs© by phone* Our first 
in person was whan you sr-c your family bad the flu* Others f like dee and hoger * 
gnaw \eo had an 9Tr£p*%emut f 1 belike* 

and I will hardly be ablt* to tall: about this fe^diately. We are in court 
tcBnoimm* nsaie day's after that and eight days after tm aeno^d o»* After court ^ 
tomorrow I'll give him a copy of this sad diacues it briefly* livtsre Wcu^fc tir^ro for 
moro because I 1 11 to using the bos* Tha one on which 1 return leaves iaiiMn*;tan a 
little after two* 

X really have not had tise to think tMs through* I 'WQili d Uka to hear fren 
vou* If you rhone r*nd v&nt a record of our conformati on l£t SE3 kr.cu ana x 11 t-P e It 

and scud you ths tap©. 

Whether or not you have a legitimate claim, and I think you «e, I sa sure ^im 
do os* There is precedent* baddled the case in which 1 obtained ths %/Ztf & 1 executive 
session transcript* I could not and did not pay bin* liictsad I asked him to fcrite a 
short lugal scssoran&um, ^ut Ms nam* on the cover end s&vfc bin an interest in the tet 
of the book* isfcil* without a penny for advertising or normal promotions tho book has 
not b^cn a a aaa ahj it Ms returned ffiore than gos 8 cofits and 1 have paid hii his fthnre 
as of I think the first of tiie year, til kzvos tteso records. Wo do have tk,: checks, 
the bockkeopii^ nnd poaMble incas^-tux records, too, 

Hy opinion is that you have not than the agent *& normal Int^raat f oo^ 
siblo Liore. 1 have opinion long bsf ore I had carried this nork to wher* it now 

is that ivy shnro ^culd be a quarter of a million dollars, hf I as* not ozport in such 
a^-dters l" think that Mth what 1 have .ad^d thsn f uirnrcocd&ited as it is, datns^a 
rnuoh laxgor than this can be #nd probably proven* SispsciaXly s.* uh©rc is n 

court order for an inventory of tho isors than SOO^tXX) documonts in u*ik* {3—^ -396, slitdh 
filed for this wrk m d as you knou is an integral part of It and always has been* 
(Could this give you m interest in the Utigation, md what it yields?) -b ere 

is also the vMuo of sfhat this could have done to tiy other work* past and future ao 
well an prcnoiit* . . *Inc4idectly, the King family has tuivied on, as hsm mm of 
farmer associates* 1 have just heard from one working ^ith their lawyer, ^%rry Wachtel* 



Best to all* 



